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July 25, 2006

RE: United States v. Jesse Benitez and Vicente Benitez

United States Attorney Terrance P. Flynn announced today a

four count Indictment charging Jesse Benitez, age 19, of Los

Angeles, California, with money laundering, in violation of

Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956, carrying a maximum

penalty of 20 years imprisonment, a fine of $726,000 or both. The

indictment also charges both Jesse Benitez and Vicente Benitez, age

19, of Mexico, with bulk cash smuggling, in violation of Title 31,

United States Code, Section 5332(a)(1), failure to report currency,

in violation of Title 31, United States Code, Section 5316(a), and

conspiracy to commit those crimes, in violation of Title 18, United

States Code, Section 371; each charge carrying a maximum penalty of

5 years imprisonment, a fine of $250,000 or both.  It should be

noted that the fact that a defendant has been charged with a crime

. . . is merely an accusation and the defendant is presumed

innocent until and unless proven guilty.  (Disciplinary Rule 7-

107(B)(6)).



Assistant U.S. Attorney Frederick J. Platek stated that the

Indictment charges the defendants with, on April 21 2006, entering

the United States at the Rainbow Bridge Port of Entry, Niagara

Falls, New York, by passenger automobile, owned and operated by

Jesse Benitez.  After a search of their vehicle by U. S. Customs

and Border Protection inspectors, $363,000 in U.S. currency was

seized from a hidden compartment located in the front bumper of the

vehicle.  This currency, destined for Mexico, represented the

proceeds of a drug trafficking organization based in Mexico, which

distributed cocaine to the United States and Canada.

The Indictment was the culmination of an investigation on the

part of the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement,

under the direction of Peter Smith, Special Agent in Charge.

The evidence was presented to the Grand Jury by Frederick J.

Platek, Assistant United States Attorney, who will handle the trial

of the case.


